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Exponential Methods 
Track 17 

 
Intro  
Whatcha doin’? I’m busy 
Doing what? Ay, ay, MindMuzic   
Ay, check me out, What you doing?  
Ay, Whatcha doin’? 
Ay, Whatcha doin’? 
Tell ‘em Whatcha doin’ 
Tell ‘em Whatcha doin’ 
Ay, tell ‘em Whatcha doin’! 
 
Verse 1 
An exponent  
Is shorthand for multiplication 
Let’s use the number 5  
In this situation 
5 to the power of 1 is 5 
5 to the power of 2 is 25 
Multiply the number by itself 
The number of times  
Is the number on the shelf 
5 times 5 times 5 is 125 
That’s 5 to the power  
Of 3 of 5 cubed, ha 
I think you get the point now 
So let’s move 
Cuz it’s about to go down 
If you see exponents in parentheses 
4 to the 2 and 5 to the 3 
That’s 4 times 4  
And 5 times 5 times 5 
Is 16 times 125 
The answer to that is 2000 even 
If the problem seems too hard 
Keep believing 
 
Chorus  
Whatcha doin’?  
Exponential methods, yeah 
Whatcha doin’?  
Ex-Exponential methods  
I said I’m busy doing  
I said I’m busy doing 

 
 
I said I’m busy doing  
Exponential methods, yeah! 
(Repeat) 
 
Verse 2 
Do the math in parentheses first 
If you get confused 
Just remember this verse 
The sum of 4 plus 5 is 9 
If the exponent of 3  
Is outside the lines 
Then it’s 9 times 9 times 9 
This simplifies to 729 
If you have 3 squared  
To the power of 4 
Multiply the exponents 
The same as before, this becomes  
The number 3 to the 8th  
6-5-6-1, you’re out the gate 
Negatives are easier  
Than most people think 
It becomes a fraction  
And you want the base to sink 
2 to the negative 3  
Equals 1 over 2 cubed 
Or 1 over 2 times 2 times 2  
Did you get one-eighth? 
One last point 
And then we’ll celebrate 
The key with fractions is to reduce 
If the base number’s the same  
It’s easy to do 
“X” to the 7th over “X” to the 3rd 
7 minus 3 gives you “X” to the 4th 
You can raise entire fractions  
To one exponent 
Get ready now, the classroom is on it 
Take one-third to the power of 3 
It’s one twenty-seventh  
Use your pencil and see 
Repeat Chorus 


