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Ecosystems 
Track 4 – Disc 2 

 
Verse 1 
The Ecosystem Energy Nutrient Cycle 
Explains the flow important to our survival 
An ecosystem’s a community of living things 
And the abiotic factors  
That keep them growing 
Like sunlight, carbon, phosphorus and water 
Basic nutrients and gases, let’s get started 
Energy flows from the sun  
Into plants and grains 
Then it's distributed  
Down through the food chain 
The food chain is made up of trophic levels 
Each position in the chain is innately special 
Step one is called the primary producer 
It takes energy from the sun  
And it converts it 
Into biomass or organic matter 
Like algae, plants, and even bacteria 
It doesn’t take much 
Step two is the primary consumer, man 
Herbivores that eat plants like vegetarians 
 
Chorus  
Many ecosystems exist on the planet 
Swamps, rain forests 
Woodlands and savannas 
Deserts and streams and the alpine tundra 
Oceans and the barrier reef  
From Down Under 
(Repeat) 
 
Verse 2 
The secondary consumer  
Makes up step three 
Carnivores that eat  
Herbivores like humans eat meat 
And frogs that eat flies, and foxes eat mice 
Predators will attack their prey at any price 
The last step is the tertiary consumer 
 

Predators that eat predators  
Like sharks and bears, the decomposers 
Like mushrooms and fungus 
Eat decaying matter  
And the dead things among us 
Every ecosystem is growing, surviving 
Breathing and being, living and dying 
Along each step, the energy transfers 
But it’s lost through respiration 
And the metabolic process 
Energy flows from the sun but doesn’t return 
Therefore it’s not a cycle, just a slow burn 
Down through the food chain, rejuvenation 
The fuel of the earth and each generation 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Reservoir, assimilation and release 
Makes up the nutrient cycle  
In each ecosystem 
These cycles apply the law of matter 
Carbon, phosphates, nitrates and water 
Cannot be destroyed or created 
They just change forms 
Gases, solids, and liquids, we produce 
Carbon dioxide or CO2 
Through respiration or burning fossil fuels 
It’s taken in by plants as they breathe 
And when they die, it gets released 
Bacteria uses Nitrogen or N₂  
That it finds in the atmosphere  
Soil and the roots 
Then it’s converted into ammonium ions 
Then nitrates and nitrites 
Used by plants and animals 
When they decompose 
Denitrification begins  
It's released into the atmosphere  
And cycles again 
Repeat Chorus 


