Mary Manatee

by Dorothy Cresswell
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Mary Manatee is gentle and she’s free.
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She’s trusting you and me
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To keep her safe from harm.

They were here before the di[r)losaurs.
Think back, think back, think bgck some more!
For years and years and years thef/ ate their greens
They did their part to keep the waterf:\lean.
But when a speedboat spl:()aeds, it could hurt the rﬁanatees.
So if you’re driving slow dfwn please, and watch out for manateeé!

Two big flippers, a wide tail in back

Help them get around and get their snack
They love to body surf and barrel roll!

A thousands pounds is quite incredible

And they grow so very large and round
Some people call them sea cows

| think it’s funny but they say it’s true
Although I've never heard a manatee moo!

In 19 hundred and 75

School children got them classified
As endangered species they survived
And now they are our joy and pride!
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