15. The Courage of the Dandelion

Words and music by Sarah Pirtle, © Discovery Center Music, BMI, 2009.

1. We have the courage of the dandelion
to push past the stones
when the spring joy is rising.
We have the courage of the dandelion,
We are made of the stuff that never gives up.

2. We have the courage of the butterfly
to leave that small space
and soar into the sky.
We have the courage of the butterfly.
We are made of the stuff that never gives up.

3. We have the courage of the gray squirrel
to hold on tight in a high tree
when the wind gives it a whirl.
We have the courage of the little squirrel.
We are made of the stuff that never gives up.

4. We have the courage of the waterfall
to keep on going forward,
following our call.
We have the courage of the waterfall.
We are made of the stuff that never gives up.
The courage of the dandelion is yours and mine.

SOURCE OF THE SONG

As an Interfaith Peace Chaplain, I give workshops and sermons about spiritual courage
called “Holding the Light.” Since I was young, the triumphant rise of the dandelion
has represented and embodied for me the vital force of nature.

I first sang the song at Hawlemont Elementary School in a program about the historic
underground railway stops in their town of Charlemont, MA and created it as a gift to the
students. We sang it standing, acting out the meaning.





