17. Simple Gifts (An old Shaker song)

This is the best known of many songs made up by Shakers.
Composer Aaron Copeland liked it so much that he included
it in his music for Martha Graham's ballet, Appalachian
Spring. There is a Shaker community in Sabbathday Lake,
Maine, where you can get a tape of Shakers singing their
songs. It's also a very interesting place to visi.

c

Tis a gift to be simple, ‘tis a gift to be free
G7

Tis a gift to come down where we ought to be
c

And when we are in a place just right

G7 F c
We will be in the valley of love and delight
c
When true simplicity is gained

C G7
To bow and to bend, we shan't be ashamed
Cc

To turn, turn will be our delight
G7 F c
Til by tuming, turning, we come ‘round right



