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Lewis and Clark Expedition 
 

Track 8 – Disc 1

Verse 1 
It was 1803 
The Louisiana Purchase jump off 
Thomas Jefferson, he oversaw it all 
We needed to explore it 
He gave Lewis the job 
To explore part  
Of the almost million acres in all 
See Lewis called up  
His army buddy Will Clark 
They fought the Indians before 
And he was still sharp 
Young America  
Was going through a great change 
Now most of what we know  
To be the Great Plains 
 
The Corps of Discovery was the name given 
For the mission known  
As the Lewis and Clark expedition 
To find plant and animal 
Specimens in addition 
To Indian peace talks and land acquisition 
1804, let’s get it cracking 
The Corps of Discovery it's going to happen 
William Clark was lieutenant of the mission 
And Meriwether Lewis was the captain 
What's happening? 
  
Chorus 
Lewis and Clark we on a mission 
Fishing for some land 
Ain’t no need to use division 
We multiply  
The U.S. by two or three times in size 
Oh, you surprised? 
It was so unusual, so unexpected 
Louisiana Purchase look who it all affected 
Let’s move the Indians from their own land 
Yeah, well that’s the plan 
 
Verse 2 
On May 14th, eighteen zero four (1804) 
They went to St. Louis on a big keelboat 
And two Pirogues boat crew was 29 men 
On Missouri River they float 
Exploring new lands 
They gave Indian tribes silver peace medals 
With Jefferson’s face on them  

And told them that they were settled 
On United States land 
They said that if they keep the peace 
That they could keep their land  
And they wouldn’t be policed 
 
In October, they discovered the Mandan 
And built a fort across the river 
From their main land  
They met a fur trapper 
His wife was a Shoshone  
They need a translator 
They hire her and the homie 
They spent the winter  
At the fort and then they rolled out  
Mapping the land 
They had to take a slow route 
Naming rivers and landmarks along the way 
Finding new plant and animal life every day  
  
Repeat Chorus  
 
Verse 3 
Sacajawea recognized her home 
She hadn’t seen it in years 
She walked in alone 
And the chief  
Was none other than her brother 
They called it Camp Fortunate 
When it was discovered 
Over the Rocky Mountains  
Using rivers to get there 
To the Pacific Ocean 
No European had been there 
And so they celebrate but they didn’t hesitate 
To put the land in the hands of the United States 
 
Claiming Oregon territory as our own 
So the time came to make the long journey home 
It was a hard task to say the least 
Clear that the size of the nation  
Had doubled in two years 
On the way home, one of the crew hunted elk 
And on an accident  
Ended up shooting Lewis himself  
But the wound wasn’t serious  
Down the river he goes 
Back to Saint Louis to be greeted like a hero! 

 


