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1. Funga alafia, ashe, ashe. Funga alafia, ashe, ashe. 
Funga alafia, ashe, ashe. Funga alafia, ashe, ashe.   
Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. 

2. Cowa elaba  ashe, ashe. Cowa elaba  ashe, ashe. 
Cowa elaba  ashe, ashe. Cowa elaba  ashe, ashe. 
Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. 

3. With our hearts we welcome you, ashe, ashe. With our hearts we welcome you, ashe, ashe.
With our hearts we welcome you, ashe, ashe. With our hearts we welcome you, ashe, ashe.
Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. 

4. With our song we welcome you, ashe, ashe. With our song we welcome you, ashe, ashe. 
With our song we welcome you, ashe, ashe. With our song we welcome you, ashe, ashe. 
Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. Ashe, ashe, ashe, ashe. 

END: Ashe, ashe (hold), ashe, ashe (hold). Ashe, ashe (hold), ashe, ashe (hold). 
Ashe, ashe (hold), ashe, ashe (hold).

Pronunciations
funga (FOON-gah), alafia (ah-LAH-feeyah) , ashe (AH-shay), cowa (COW-ah), elaba (ey-LEH-bah)

Originally, I learned this song from John “Kinderman” Taylor at an artist training session in Washington, D.C. Many years later, I 
attended a workshop led by Kofi Dennis – a talented African drummer who is originally from Ghana. He taught us the song and 
a dance to go with it. 

Percussionist Glen Caruba in the studio.
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