
The tenth ant marches beside the well, 
 hurrah, hurrah
The eleventh ant marches beside the 
 well, hurrah, hurrah
The twelfth ant follows and that 
 makes twelve
And they all climbed the rope to the 
 top of the well
When they all came down they were 
 tenth, eleventh, twelfth
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, 
Twelfth

Activity Suggestions:
Hand out the ordinal numbers, 1st through 
12th to twelve children.  Have the chil-
dren stand up as they hear their number.  
They should line up in order and march 
around when the drum cadence section 
begins.  Attach ordinal numbers to plastic 
ants, jumble them up and have the chil-
dren put them in order.  Have the children 
draw 12 or more ants in a row and add 
the ordinal/positional numbers above or 
below them.  

15. The Ants Go
Marching

The first ant marches around the tree, 
 hurrah, hurrah
The second ant marches around the tree, 
 hurrah, hurrah
The third ant follows and that makes 
 three
And they all had a race to the top of 
 the tree
When they all came down they were 
First, Second, Third
First, Second, Third

The fourth ant marches beneath the 
 sticks, hurrah, hurrah
The fifth ant marches beneath the sticks, 

 hurrah, hurrah
The sixth ant follows and that makes six 
And they all scurried up to the top of  
 the sticks
When they all came down they were 
 fourth, fifth, sixth
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth

The seventh ant marches into the mine, 
 hurrah, hurrah
The eighth ant marches into the mine, 
 hurrah, hurrah
The ninth ant follows and that makes nine
And they all crawled the wall to the top  
 of the mine
When they all came down they were 
 seventh, eighth, ninth
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh, Eighth, Ninth


